For Immediate Release: April 28, 2021
Media Contact: Julie Peters, Opportunity Partners
Cell: 952-451-7527

Ribbon-Cutting for Group Home Destroyed by Fire
Construction is now complete of the new Opportunity Partners-Doug’s Place group home in New Hope, which
replaced the organization’s residence destroyed by fire in 2019. A ribbon-cutting, tours and photo
opportunities are planned to celebrate the opening and thank the community for its support.
When: Tuesday, May 4 at 1 pm
Where: 2705 Ensign Ave N, New Hope MN
Nonprofit Opportunity Partners, an organization advancing the quality of life for 1,500 adults with disabilities
each year, especially thanks Denali Custom Homes in Wayzata and their team of dozens of subcontractors
who generously donated a portion of supplies and labor to rebuild the house.
The residence, home to three adults with disabilities, was destroyed by a mid-day fire in June 2019. No one
was seriously injured in the fire, although an Opportunity Partners employee heroically helped a resident who
was home at the time to leave the house safely.
Denali Custom Homes Founder/President David Bieker was particularly interested in helping OP with the
rebuild. He has an adult son with special needs and sees the difficulties people can face in finding suitable
housing to age in place. In addition to the contributions from Denali and its subcontractors, many friends of
Opportunity Partners donated more than $49,000 to the organization after the fire.
The spacious four-bedroom, more accessible residence will be home to four women with disabilities. When
touring the house recently for the first time, they were excited as they checked out the new washer and dryer,
wall-mounted TVs, and large pantry in a modern, white kitchen.
Doug’s Place is named for OP’s long-time Residential staff member Doug Annett, who worked for OP for 23
years and was instrumental in growing the organization’s Residential options for people with disabilities to
include group homes, supported apartment programs and community living services.
Established in 1953, the mission of Opportunity Partners is to advance the quality of life for people
with disabilities. The organization supports 1,500 people with disabilities each year through employment,
residential and enrichment services that build independence and promote a stronger community.
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