gala
MAY 14, 2022

MAKING A MEANINGFUL
IMPACT TOGETHER
UnitedHealth Group proudly supports
Opportunity Partners in helping people with
disabilities live fuller lives.
Congratulations on your continued
success in the community.
UnitedHealthGroup.com
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Stronger
Together
since 1953
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ABOUT OPPORTUNITY PARTNERS
Opportunity Partners is a Twin Cities nonprofit organization that
advances the quality of life for people with disabilities.
• We were established in 1953 by parents of teenage children with disabilities.
• Today, we serve 1,500 adults with disabilities throughout the Metro area.
• Together, we help people develop skills and independence at work, at
home and throughout their lives, while we build stronger, more inclusive
communities!
• Our services include Day/Employment options, Enrichment activities and
Residential services.
• Dozens of businesses partner with us by hiring people with disabilities or
contracting with us for work done at their locations or ours.
Learn more at opportunities.org
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Schedule
5:30PM
Social Hour
Hors d’oeuvres
Silent Auction

7:00PM
Dinner
Program
Fund-an-Opportunity
Live Auction with Glen Fladeboe, Fladeboe Advancement

Beer donated by
SURLY BREWING COMPANY
A special thank you for your generous
contribution to tonight’s event!

We encourage you to take
photos as you enjoy the Gala,
whether in person or at home,
and post them on social media
using the hashtag:
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#OPGALA22
OpportunityPartners
@OppPartners
@opportunitypartners

WELCOME TO OUR 2022 GALA!
I’m so excited to see you all at our first in-person
Gala in three years! This is the sixth time we’ve
transformed OP’s Koch Campus for this stunning
Gala, and it’s a pleasure to share this space with
you. Believe me, turning a production floor into
an elegant event like this takes a team effort –
but we did it!
This evening, we also welcome supporters who
are watching the program at home via livestream
– what a wonderful way to celebrate together.
Whether you are here in person or at home, YOU play an
important role in our ability to advance the quality of life for people with
disabilities in our community. You are an essential part of the OP family.
The past two years have not been easy for anyone. We face ongoing
challenges including a workforce shortage and increasing costs to meet our
mission. That’s where you come in, ensuring that people with disabilities can
continue to experience success at home, at work and in all areas of their
lives – just like anyone else.
Thank you for being a champion for people with disabilities.
Together, we are better!
With gratitude,

Bill Schultz
President & CEO
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Special Guests
IAN LEONARD
Ian is Chief Meteorologist at FOX 9 in the Twin Cities.
He is a tireless supporter of the disability community
and Special Olympics Minnesota, raising more than $20
million over the years through the Polar Plunge and his
annual golf tournament. He has also survived cancer and
finished the grueling Lake Placid Ironman 140.6.

STACIE DZIEDZIC
Stacie has been served by Opportunity Partners’
Community Living program for 25 years. OP helps
Stacie live safely and independently in her own
townhome by providing support each week in grocery
shopping, budgeting and appointments.

GLEN FLADEBOE
Glen Fladeboe attended the World Wide College of
Auctioneering in Mason City, Iowa. With over 25
years of experience as a professional auctioneer
and fundraiser, he has been instrumental in building
Fladeboe Advancement into a premier auction and donor
engagement company.
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LAURA GREEN
Laura has been a part of Opportunity Partners for 10
years, currently working at OP-Asplin Center where
she enjoys completing a variety of packaging projects.
She likes spending time with friends and family, doing
artwork and bowling – even competing internationally
through Special Olympics.

WARREN JOHN
Warren has been served through Opportunity Partners’
Residential programs for almost 30 years, gaining
skills to live more independently. He is a frequent
volunteer at community events and has advocated at
the Capitol for improved funding for disability services.
He enjoys taking part in OP’s virtual programming as well.

ANN YEKALDO
Ann Yekaldo is currently the Vice Chair of OP’s Board
of Directors and has served on the Board for seven
years. She retired from U.S. Bank in 2020 after a 40
year career and most recently was the Continuous
Improvement Executive for Community Banking and
Branch Delivery. She was named a “Top Women in Finance”
in 2008 and 2011 by Finance and Commerce.

9

Live Auction
ESCAPE TO ARIZONA
This Tucson, Ariz. vacation is the
perfect getaway! Enjoy a six-night,
seven-day stay for six guests in
a beautiful three-bedroom, twobathroom house that features all the
comforts of home, plus three covered
porches for year-round outdoor
living. You’ll be just minutes from
Saguaro National Park East, home
to the nation’s largest cacti, and a great place for hiking and biking. Also included are
80,000 US Bank Altitude Points to use toward your airfare! Make memories and enjoy
the great outdoors! Book your stay by May 14, 2023.

VIP TREATMENT IN A TWINS SUITE
Experience a Twins game in your own private suite! Catch every play of the Minnesota
Twins vs. Toronto Blue Jays game on Saturday, August 6th at 6:10 p.m. in your suite
located on the first base line. The
package includes 16 suite tickets
plus four guest passes (guest passes
require a paid admission ticket).
Food and beverages are included.
Valet and parking passes for Ramp
A are provided as well. There’s no
better way to enjoy your summer
with friends and family at beautiful
Target Field! Note: Number of guests
will be subject to COVID-19 protocol
published by the MN Twins.
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN
HOLIDAY
Enjoy a one-week (Saturday-Saturday)
timeshare reservation in a two-bedroom
unit at the Mountainside at SilverCreek
Condominiums, located on the slopes of
Ski Granby Ranch and near the southwest
entrance of Rocky Mountain National Park
in Colorado. The two-bedroom unit also includes two sleeper sofas, accommodating up
to seven people. Also included are 80,000 US Bank Altitude Points to use toward your
airfare! Schedule your vacation between October 1, 2022 and September 30, 2023. No
matter the time of year you visit, prepare to take in the amazing beauty of the Rockies
and all that Colorado has to offer!

ULTIMATE IN-HOME DINING EXPERIENCE
WITH CHEF MATT AND CHEF DON SAUNDERS
This is the perfect item for a foodie, and at your own home! Enjoy a private gourmet
meal for eight guests. The menu and meal will be created by Chef Don Saunders and
Matt Gotham, aspiring chef supported by Opportunity Partners. Chef Don attended
Le Cordon Bleu in London, where he
worked at Michelin star restaurant,
Chez Bruce. Back in Minneapolis,
he honed his skills as sous chef at
Vincent and La Belle Vie. Don opened
several of his own restaurants over
the last 15 years, including Fugaise,
In Season and The Kenwood. Don and
Matt will dazzle your taste buds while
you sit back and enjoy. Dinner to be
arranged on a mutually agreeable date.
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Live Auction
MISSISSIPPI RIVER
PADDLE ADVENTURE
Looking for adventure in the heart
of the Twin Cities? Explore the
mighty Mississippi River up close and
personal on a guided canoe trip for
18-54 people. This could be a great
teambuilding day for coworkers, an
exciting extended family outing or
perfect for a group of adventurous
friends. Enjoy a gourmet lunch as you relax looking over the banks of the beautiful
Mississippi River. Redeem this experience by December 31, 2023.

DINNER FOR 10 AT NOLO’S
KITCHEN & BAR
Need an excuse to pull out those dressy clothes
that have sat in your closet for two years?
This is it! You and nine guests will enjoy a
four-course dinner with cocktail and wine
pairings at NOLO’s Kitchen & Bar. Located in
the North Loop neighborhood in Minneapolis,
NOLO’s combines a refined twist on the classic
neighborhood tavern. Chef Peter Hoff brings his
culinary vision and passion for local ingredients
to create a well-rounded menu of new modern
American comfort food. Dinner to be arranged
on a Thursday evening.
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Thank You
2022 GALA COMMITTEE

for your hard work in planning tonight’s event!

Wanda Dollahan
Alisha Duren
Dan Jaker

Paula Kelly
Katy Thuleen
Connie Young

TABLE HOSTS

Connie & John Young
Dodd Family
Teddy Spencer & Family

*as of 4/4/22

Uponor
USA Security
Yekaldo Family

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Ben Knoll, Chair
Ann Yekaldo, Vice Chair
Jamie Jackson, Treasurer
John Kelly, Secretary
Bill Schultz, Ex-officio
Bryan Chambers
Steve Cramer

Milton Dodd
David Dorn
Mary Fenske
Kate Harahan
Dan Hoke
Ginny Kremer
Joe Kukla

Thank you to our awesome

AUCTION DONORS

Katie Mattis Sarver
Mike McElroy
Patty Sagert
Julie Sjordal
Ed Spencer, Jr.
Nancy Wagner
Brett White

Thank you to our wonderful

GALA VOLUNTEERS
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VOLUNTEER WITH US!
We are looking for enthusiastic volunteers to help build relationships,
support our programs, and engage with the OP community!
We recently relaunched OP’s volunteer program! We are looking for individual
volunteers or groups and will work with you to tailor your volunteer experience
to you!

OPPORTUNITIES TO
VOLUNTEER INCLUDE:
• Get creative with our daily Enrichment
classes during the week.
• Spend time with persons served at our
residential group homes to help out
around the house.
• Get involved behind the scenes as an office administrative volunteer.
• Sign up to participate in our new monthly Activity Box Program and put
together boxes full of games, crafts, snacks and activities and deliver them
to our residences once a month.
• Participate in organizing our in-person events throughout the year.
• Bring your coworkers, book club, faith group or friends and family to work on
a service project at one of our facilities.
If you are interested in learning more, please visit opportunities.org/volunteer
or email us at volunteers@opportunities.org
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MAKING A MEANINGFUL
IMPACT TOGETHER
UnitedHealth Group proudly supports
Opportunity Partners in helping people with
disabilities live fuller lives.
Congratulations on your continued
success in the community.
UnitedHealthGroup.com
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Serving communities.
Changing lives.
What matters to
you matters to us.
At EY, we’re proud to support Opportunity
Partners. It’s one of the ways we’re
helping to make our community a better
place to work and live. A better and
brighter future starts with all of us.
ey.com

© 2022 Ernst & Young LLP. All Rights Reserved. ED None.
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RYA N C O M PA N I E S . C O M

WE BUILD
STORIES OF
COMMUNITY
We use our broad expertise in
development, design, consrtuction,
management and financing as a
way to improve the lives of people
and communities. We’re driven to
create spaces where people thrive
and businesses succeed.

Ryan Companies proudly supports
the Opportunuty Partners Gala

DEVELOPMENT | ARCHITECTURE + ENGINEERING
CONSTRUCTION | REAL ESTATE MANAGEMENT | CAPITAL MARKETS
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IT TAKES WORKING TOGETHER
TO ADVANCE POSSIBILITIES
We put more into health and community
so we can grow stronger together.
Learn more at bostonscientific.com.

© 2021 by Boston Scientific Corporation or its affiliates. All rights reserved.
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We’ll help you do the little things
that make bigger things possible.
In banking and business, relationships matter
more than ever. Talk to a Bremer banker today.
Understanding is everything.
bremer.com

Graco is proud to support Opportunity Partners
Founded in 1926, Graco is a world leader in fluid handling systems. The
Company’s success is based on its unwavering commitment to technical
excellence, world-class manufacturing and A+ customer service. Graco is
also committed to the communities in which it does business. This culture
was shaped by the vision and leadership of former Graco CEO Dave A.
Koch and his belief that success goes hand-in-hand with giving back.
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Community. Dedication.
Vision. Grant Thornton
congratulates you.
Grant Thornton understands that success is built on more than just
talent; it takes passion and perseverance to achieve your vision for
a better future. On behalf of the professionals who live and work here
in Minnesota, we are proud to support Opportunity Partners.

“Grant Thornton” refers to Grant Thornton LLP, the U.S. member firm of Grant Thornton International Ltd (GTIL), and/or refers to the brand under which the independent network of GTIL member firms
provide services to their clients, as the context requires. GTIL and each of its member firms are not a worldwide partnership and are not liable for one another’s acts or omissions. In the United States,
visit grantthornton.com for details. © 2019 Grant Thornton LLP | All rights reserved | U.S. member firm of Grant Thornton International Ltd

KPMG Minneapolis proudly supports the efforts
Opportunity Partners makes in advancing the
quality of life for people with disabilities

kpmg.com

© 2021 KPMG LLP, a Delaware limited liability partnership and a member firm of the KPMG global organization of independent
member firms affiliated with KPMG International Limited, a private English company limited by guarantee. All rights reserved.
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Caring for your workplace®

It's not just about providing clean, safe, and healthy
facilities, it's about caring for people.
That's why we are proud to support the work of local
non-proﬁts who are making a difference in our community.

SPIRE

Treasures Program

Give Back with every
purchase you make.

SPIRE is proud to donate 0.25% of
every purchase made with a SPIRE
Visa® Credit card on your behalf!
Plus, no annual fee and you’ll receive
1.5% cash back on your purchases.

Find out more at

Insured by NCUA

/giveback
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Industry Leading Investment Management Solutions
Stairway Partners is an SEC-registered Investment Advisor providing comprehensive investment advice and
industry-leading portfolio management solutions. Our firm was created to provide institutions and individual
investors with transparent and cost-effective stewardship of their assets. Our sophisticated investment
capabilities and a steadfast commitment to the industry’s best practices have allowed us to serve as a valued
advisor and trusted fiduciary to clients in Minnesota and throughout the United States.

Chicago

Minneapolis

209 South LaSalle Street
Suite 504
Chicago, IL 60604

4999 France Avenue South
Suite 260
Minneapolis, MN 55410

www.stairwaypartners.com

Tarmac are proud sponsors of the
2022 Opportunity Partners Gala.

We wish you all an enjoyable and entertaining evening.

We help businesses design, build, scale, and support exceptional software.
Software Development
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|

DevOps |

QA Automation |

Design UX/UI |

Product Management |

Data Science |

QA Automation

Baker Tilly proudly supports
Opportunity Partners’ mission to
advance the quality of life for
people with disabilities.
Here’s to a successful gala.

bakertilly.com | advisory. tax. assurance.

Baker Tilly US, LLP, trading as Baker Tilly, is a member of the global
network of Baker Tilly International Ltd., the members of which are
separate and independent legal entities. @ 2022 Baker Tilly US, LLP.
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taking technology further

Business IT
Managed Services
Audio Visual
Copiers & Printers

marconet.com | 800.847.3098
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We
having an
opportunity to help

MIDWEST

We Are Proud to Support Opportunity Partners in 2022!

STAFFING GROUP

Successfully Helping Clients Hire Top
Talent in the Twin Cities for over 30 Years!
With 7 locations in the Twin Cities
area, we are the leading staffing
agency dedicated to servicing our
communities to successfully meet
both our client and candidate’s needs.

Residential & Commercial Electrical
Network Infrastructure | Audio & Video

KeyStaff
Professionals

Surveillance Systems | Access Control
Fire & Security Systems

Looking for upper level or professional
candidates?
Our KeyStaff Professionals’ recruiters have the
candidates you need!!

www.midweststaffing.com
service@midweststaffing.com
www.keystaffpro.com

MILLCITYELECTRIC.COM
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Nilan Johnson Lewis
is a proud supporter of
Opportunity Partners
and its work
in our community.

250 Marquette Ave South
Suite 800
Minneapolis, MN 55401
nilanjohnson.com/nonprofits

We look forward to an ongoing partnership with

OPPORTUNITY PARTNERS
as we celebrate our 76th year in business!

Nordic Ware
5005 County Rd 25, Minneapolis, MN 55416
1.800.328.4310

We are proud to support
Opportunity Partners’ mission
of advancing the quality of life
for people with disabilities
612.823.0022
www.satoreekb.com
License Number: BC705300

Let us help YOU with your
next remodel project!
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MISSION:

VALUES:

Together we advance the
quality of life for people
with disabilities.

IMPACT Generate solutions that
make a difference.

VISION:

HEART Promote the dignity and
worth of each other.

People of all abilities thrive
in the world.

CHOICE Create opportunities for
people to lead self-directed lives.

PARTNERSHIP Facilitate change
through relationships, collaboration,
and advocacy.

Thank you for
your support
of Opportunity
Partners!
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Thank you to our sponsors!
PRESENTING

GOLD

SILVER

BRONZE

*as of 4/4/22

